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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s)

1. It is recommended that Finance, Economic Development and Corporate Services 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee considers and makes comments on the attached 
Statement of Common Ground between South Kesteven District Council, Rutland 
County Council and Lincolnshire County Council regarding the planning 
arrangements to be established for the proposed development at Stamford North.
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1 The Background to the Report
1.1 To help with the preparation of its Local Plan, South Kesteven District Council 

commissioned (in 2015) the Stamford Capacity Study in order to identify potential 
development areas on the edge of the existing settlement.  The study identified land on the 
north side of Stamford as being relatively constraint free, this area of land extends into 
Rutland.  Informal meetings between officers and Members of the two authorities 
subsequently took place. These meetings were in recognition of the importance and benefits 
of joint working and the requirement that local planning authorities should work together as 
part of their Duty to Co-operate (as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework).  
Further, it was recognised that any site coming forward as an urban extension covering both 
local authorities would require masterplanning across its entirety in order to ensure a co-
ordinated approach.  The agreed way forward was for both councils to make joint Local Plan 
allocations on either side of the local authority boundary. 

1.2 The publication of the Stamford Capacity Study also led to the respective landowners and 
development interests coming together through a Memorandum of Understanding to work 
together to deliver the Stamford North development. 

1.3 The site has been included in the South Kesteven Local Plan which has been submitted to 
the Government and is currently under examination.  It was also included in the Rutland 
Consultative Draft Local Plan 2017 and subsequent public consultation exercises.  The 
Rutland Local Plan is still to be subject to statutory public consultation under Regulation 19 
prior to be submitted to the Secretary of State.  

1.4 The preferred approach, agreed informally between the local authorities, was that the Local 
Plan allocations would be followed by the preparation of a Development Brief, initially for 
consultation. A Development Brief has been prepared collaboratively between the 
landowners and developers of land at Stamford North.  This is being finalised following a 
Design Review Panel meeting to consider this draft masterplan.  The Development Brief is 
intended to come forward for consideration by the respective Cabinets of both Councils in 
the near future with the intention that this would be approved for the purposes of public 
consultation.  Following public consultation, the Development Brief will again be considered 
by both Councils for adoption as a Supplementary Planning Document in line with their 
respective Local Plan timetables.

1.5 A draft document (Appendix 1) has been produced setting out a Statement of Common 
Ground (SoCG) between Lincolnshire County Council (LCC), Rutland County Council 
(RCC) and South Kesteven District Council (SKDC).  The purpose of this SoCG is to 
facilitate co-ordination and co-operation between the three Councils as they seek to jointly 
plan land which sits within two Council areas. 

1.6 This SoCG is not an end in itself, but a means to an end. It is the first step on a journey 
whose end point is the potential delivery of a northern urban extension to Stamford. The 
signatories recognise that this SoCG does not in itself legally oblige or require development 
to be delivered.  In signing this SoCG, the signatory authorities commit to achieving the key 
objectives for the joint planning process to ensure the development is brought forward in a 
collaborative, co-operative and holistic way, that it is phased appropriately, and is in 
accordance with relevant policies of the emerging South Kesteven and Rutland Local Plans.  

1.7 The SoCG will require the delivery of:   



 high quality new homes across, a range of sizes and tenures, alongside self-build 
opportunities, 

 supporting infrastructure which serves both the existing and the new population,

 sustainable development that considers and mitigates all relevant constraints. 

2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny
2.1 Statutory consultation was undertaken on the South Kesteven Local Plan prior to its 

submission to the Secretary of State and its subsequent public examination.  Documents 
regarding the Duty to Cooperate including references to the emerging Stamford North SoCG 
accompanied the Local Plan submission and examination.  

2.2 The Local Plan was also considered extensively by the Growth Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee prior to its submission.  

2.3 The Inspector undertaking the Local Plan public examination has requested more detail on 
how the Council has met its Duty to Co-operate in preparing and producing the Local Plan, 
and so it has now been brought forward for formal consideration by Cabinet.  

2.4 This report is being considered at this meeting of the Finance, Economic Development and 
Corporate Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee. Comments made at this meeting will 
be captured and reported to Cabinet at its meeting on 11 June 2019.

3 Available Options Considered
3.1 The Council could choose not to approve the Stamford North Statement of Common 

Ground.  This is not recommended as it would have a detrimental impact on the Council’s 
responsibilities under Duty to Co-operate and would inhibit the joint planning of a major 
proposed development in a co-ordinated way between the respective local authorities.

4 Preferred Option
4.1 The preferred option therefore is for Cabinet to consider and approve the proposed 

Statement of Common Ground between South Kesteven District Council, Rutland County 
Council and Lincolnshire County Council regarding the planning arrangements to be 
established for the proposed development at Stamford North.

5 Reasons for the Recommendation(s)
5.1 This would enable the effective joint planning of a major proposed development crossing 

over local authority administrative boundaries.

6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision
6.1 The Stamford North SoCG will need to be approved by all three local authorities. Following 

this, arrangements can be put in place to implement the governance structure as set out in 
the SoCG. 

7 Financial Implications 
7.1 Costs incurred in respect of this proposal will be met from approved budgets.

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Assistant Director – Resources



8 Legal and Governance Implications 
8.1 The Council has a legal duty to engage constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis to 

maximise the effectiveness of its Local Plan in the context of strategic cross boundary 
matters. The duty to cooperate was created in the Localism Act 2011 and amends the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

8.2 The duty to cooperate is not a duty to agree. But local planning authorities should make 
every effort to secure the necessary cooperation on strategic cross boundary matters.

Legal Implications reviewed by: Lee Sirdifield, Assistant Chief Executive, 
Transformation and Change

9 Equality and Safeguarding Implications 
9.1 There are no direct equality and safeguarding implications arising from this report.

10 Risk and Mitigation
10.1 There are no significant risks to the Council arising from this report.

11 Community Safety Implications 
11.1 There are no significant community safety implications arising from this report.

12 Other Implications (where significant) 
12.1 None

13 Background Papers
13.1 None

14 Appendices
14.1 Appendix 1 - Draft Stamford North Statement of Common Ground

Date of Publication on Forward Plan (if 
required)

13 May 2019Report Timeline: 

Final Decision date  11 June 2019


